
Ottawa city councillor concerned over sprung structure debate as protests continue

 Sunday marked the latest in a series of protests against plans to build tent-like "sprung-structures" to house 
asylum seekers in Ottawa. Protesters lined up the street on Woodroffe Avenue beside the site of one of those 
proposed structures. The protest was organized by a group of residents from Merivale Gardens, including Robert 
Carberry who is asking the city to find a different location.
"This is an environmentally sensitive piece of the Greenbelt. It just it doesn't make sense for so many reasons," said 
Carberry.
"Putting 300 people where 300 people live just doesn't seem to work."
One Ottawa city councillor says these protests are becoming more politically charged as the debate over the sites 
rages on.
"My ward is screaming for more resources and more help from upper levels of government," said Rideau-Vanier 
Coun. Stephanie Plante.
"Those conversations have to be measured. They must be nuanced, and they have to not be weaponized to help 
further other people's political ambitions."
Plante took to social media highlighting concerns about a planned protest later in the week that is asking residents 
to sign up to attend by asking for phone numbers and emails.
"They sort of identified themselves as concerned residents. And that's a bit weird to be asking that much personal 
information from people," Plante said.
"I have been to a million community meetings over the years. You don't need that kind of personal information to 
organize a community meeting."

At the Ottawa Mission, shelter space has reached a breaking point. The Mission said in its latest impact report that 
about 61 per cent of the shelter population is made up of asylum seekers.
Mission CEO Peter Tilley says something needs to change.
"It's been an incredible pressure, an incredible push on our capacity in terms of meals, frontline services, medical 
services" Tilley said.

https://x.com/PlanteSteph613/status/1860646664278589686?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1860646664278589686%7Ctwgr%5E49dd84e63b176a33839777f076fc203cd197d4b6%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fottawa.ctvnews.ca%2Fottawa-city-councillor-concerned-over-sprung-structure-debate-as-protests-continue-1.7121758


"We can understand the city coming up with one of the solutions being sprung shelters where that has to go. That's 
not our decision. But we do appreciate that the City of Ottawa is trying to find solutions to this overcrowding 
process."

Another protest on Woodroffe Avenue is planned for Thursday as the debate continues.
Meantime, there are many who support the structures. This month, hundreds of people, including Ottawa Mayor 
Mark Sutcliffe attended a rally(opens in a new tab) in support of asylum seekers.
The city says there are 600 asylum seekers currently using Ottawa's shelter spaces. The sprung structures are 
expected to have on-site services such as translation and asylum claim assistance for those who come through its 
doors.
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